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Version ampliada de su homologo italiano —
Nomadismo architettura, ospitalita—, el re-
ciente libro de Francesco Careri, editado de
forma ejemplar por la siempre interesante
Puente editores, abunda de manera autobio-
grafica en lo aprendido durante décadas por
un autor cuya practica profesional y educativa
—dirige el Laboratorio de Arte Civica— nos re-
cuerda la importancia de la arquitectura como
herramienta util, ética, esencialmente publica
y militante. Para ello él mismo nos introduce
brevemente en el libro la triada con Ia que lleva
acabo su practica: andar, detenerse y hospe-
dar/se, para luego presentarnos a modo reco-
rrido cronolégico veintitin relatos breves sobre
diferentes proyectos, acciones o experiencias
que se han convertido en lo que denomina epi-
fanias.. Descubrimientos o revelaciones que se
materializan en arquitecturas a menudo incier-
tas pero necesarias para la comprension de un
territorio aparentemente deslavazado, némada
y libre que conoce tan bien. Todos los textos
nos remiten a una experiencia mediante el
aprendizaje y que le han llevado a reflexionar
sobre diferentes conceptos y valores a menudo
olvidados por los arquitectos como son: la di-
ferencia, lo incierto, lo hibrido, el intercambio,
lo temporal, la memoria;. En esta busqueda el
circo se alumbra como esa «Utopia concreta»
de H.Lefebvre. y la hospitalidad como elemento
esencial, aquello que: mira al huésped como
portador de cultura y don... y por tanto es: un
acto que pone en marcha una reciprocidad de in-
tercambios. Este se convierte en un espacio en
si mismo, que el autor define como de un espe-
sor sin limites precisos, umbral en ciernes, am-
bivalente, en definitiva, un valor fundamental
del que presumir e imprescindible para: la nece-
saria refundacion —hospitalaria- de las ciudades.
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An expanded version of its Italian counter-
part —Nomadismo architettura, ospitalita—,
Francesco Careri's recent book, published in
an exemplary manner by the always interes-
ting Puente Editores, is an autobiographi-
cal account of what has been learned over
decades by an author whose professional
and educational practice —as director of the
Laboratory of Civic Art— reminds us of the
importance of architecture as a useful, ethi-
cal, essentially public and militant resource.
In the book he briefly introduces us to the
triad with which he carries out his practice:
walking, stopping and staying, and then pre-
sents us with twenty-one short stories in
chronological order about different projects,
actions or experiences that have become
what he refers to as ‘epiphanies.” Discoveries
or revelations that materialise in architectu-
res that are often uncertain but necessary for
the understanding of an apparently untidy,
nomadic and free territory that he knows so
well. All of the texts refer us to an experience
through learning that has led him to reflect
on different concepts and values often forgo-
tten by architects, such as diversity, uncer-
tainty, hybridity, exchange, temporality, or
memory; in this quest, the circus is seen as H.
Lefebvre's "concrete Utopia", and hospitality
as an essential element, that which: sees the
guest as a bearer of culture and talent. ... and
is therefore: an act that sets in motion a reci-
procity of exchanges. This becomes a space
in its own right, which the author defines as
having a depth without precise limits, a thres-
hold in the making, ambivalent, and definiti-
vely, a fundamental value to boast about that
is essential for the necessary-hospitable-re-
founding of cities.
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