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CONVOCATORIA

A finales de los afos sesenta, comenzé en todo el mundo
un proceso de renovacién de las iglesias catdlicas que
pretendia responder a las modificaciones litirgicas im-
plementadas durante el Concilio Vaticano Il (1962-1965).
Cincuenta anos después, este proceso sigue siendo
problematico en los edificios con un alto valor patrimonial
o historico.

La renovacion de los lugares de culto —de sus presbi-
terios, pero también de los baptisterios y otros espacios
sacramentales— apenas ha sido tratado por la literatura
cientifica, a pesar de su enorme trascendencia para los
edificios antiguos. De hecho, todavia nos preguntamos si
realmente existieron normas generales sobre el tema —o,
en cualquier caso, sugerencias o recomendaciones— que
pudieran orientar a los distintos actores implicados.

Tal vez convenga distinguir entre diversos conceptos que
surgieron tras el Concilio y que ahora han perdido algo de
brillo, como adaptacién (reforma provisional) o adecua-
cién liturgica (reforma definitiva), intervencion reversible

o definitiva, actuacion ordinaria o extraordinaria. La
evoluciéon de la normativa litrgica postconciliar, asi como
la progresiva toma en consideracién de las comunidades
locales que usaban cada espacio, fueron incorporando un
factor adicional de incertidumbre.

En estas actuaciones siempre hay dicotomias que
provocan tensiones muchas veces irresolubles: entre lo
nuevo y lo viejo, entre lo que se debe conservar y lo que
la comunidad demanda, entre el consumo turistico y el
acontecer cotidiano, entre lo provisional y lo definitivo,
entre lo urbano y lo rural, etc. Por eso resulta imprescindi-
ble conocer los criterios que respaldan las intervenciones,
ya sean legales (tanto de origen eclesiastico como civil),
arquitecténicos, artisticos, litirgicos o pastorales.

En distintos paises existieron voces autorizadas que fo-
mentaron experiencias paradigmaticas, crearon comisio-
nes de estudio, publicaron manuales de referencia o criti-
caron excesos. Muchos de ellos no han tenido suficiente
reconocimiento publico, o bien su aportacion al debate no
ha sido divulgada.

Desde un punto de vista operativo, resulta estimulante
revisitar las arquitecturas mas relevantes a nivel internacio-
nal, aquellas en donde un didlogo abierto y sereno entre
comitentes, arquitectos, usuarios, artistas y responsables
patrimoniales generd obras de alto impacto.

En este sentido, équé referencias se podrian utilizar en

un momento como el nuestro, dominado por la liquidez
conceptual? {Coémo reformar lo ya reformado? ¢Cual es
el papel que juegan el arte, la arqueologia, la tecnologia o
las instalaciones?

El VI CIARC (Congreso Internacional de Arquitectura Re-
ligiosa Contemporanea), que se celebré en Oporto entre
el 10y el 12 de octubre de 2019, fue, sin duda, un buen
momento para intercambiar puntos de vista sobre todas
estas cuestiones.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

In the mid sixties, a process of renewal of the Catholic
churches began, which sought to respond to the liturgical
modifications implemented during the Second Vatican
Council (1962-1965). Fifty years later, this process contin-
ues to be problematic in buildings with a high heritage or
historical value.

The renovation of the places of worship - of its presbyteries,
but also of the baptisteries and other sacramental spaces -
has hardly been treated by the scientific literature, despite
its enormous importance for the old buildings. In fact, we
still wonder if there really existed general rules on the sub-
ject -or, in any case, suggestions or recommendations- that
could have guided the different actors involved.

Perhaps it is convenient to distinguish between various
concepts that emerged after the Council and that have

now lost some brightness, such as provisional reform or
definitive reform, ordinary or extraordinary action, etc. The
evolution of the general post-conciliar liturgical norms, as
well as the progressive taking into consideration of the local
communities that used each space, incorporated additional
factors of uncertainty.

In these actions there are always dichotomies that provoke
tensions often irresolvable: between the provisional and the
definitive, between the new and the old, between what must
be conserved and what the community demands, between
tourist consumption and daily events, between the urban
and the rural, etc. Thus, it is essential to know the criteria
that support interventions, whether legal (both ecclesiastical
or civil), architectural, artistic, liturgical or pastoral.

In different countries there were authorized voices that
fostered paradigmatic experiences, created study commis-
sions, published reference manuals or criticized excesses.
Many of them have not received enough public recognition,
or their contribution to the debate has not been disclosed.
From an operational point of view, it is stimulating to revisit
the most relevant architectures at the international level,
those high-impact works that were generated thanks to an
open and serene dialogue between principals, architects,
users, artists and patrimonial leaders.

In this sense, what references could be used at a time like
ours, dominated by conceptual liquidity? How to reform
what has already been reformed? What is the role of art,
archeology, technology or lighting, heating or acoustic
installations?

The VI International Conference on Contemporary Religious
Architecture, helded in Porto from October 10 to 12, 2019,
was undoubtedly a good time to exchange views on all
these issues.
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